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DESCRIPTION: KFO 243 is a 6-year project funded from 2010 to

HISTORY: Transplantation Medicine and Immuno-

2016 by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) to investigate
early molecular and cellular immunological events that determine the
success of transplantation. We intend to use the integrative knowledge
obtained from our various interdisciplinary research groups to design
novel therapeutic approaches that can be applied clinically to reduce
late transplant complication and achieve long-term success.

pathology/therapy are two primary strategic areas of
interest in our Medical Faculty. Thus we have assembled
an interdisciplinary research group involving both
laboratory scientists and clinicians within the University
Hospital Regensburg, which is devoted to the aim of
translating innovative basic science concepts into the
clinical transplant setting.

OBJECTIVE: The aim of our clinical research
group (Klinische Forschergruppe, "KFO 243") is
to understand how early immunologic factors
determine long-term allograft success. Research
from our various workgroups will be directed
towards two principal immunologic aspects that
are likely to affect transplant outcome, namely
recipient innate and adaptive immune responses.
The study of both the innate and cellular immune
response within our KFO is expected to reveal
new insights into which immunological factors are
critical in forming favourable, versus poor,
allogeneic transplant outcomes. By understanding
these complex early events more fully, we hope
to develop new therapeutic strategies to control
and
monitor
pathologic
posttransplant
alloreactivity, thereby improving
long-term
transplant outcome.

PROJECT INTEGRATION: KFO 243 is centered on the view that long-term immunological destruction in solid organ
transplantation, and in prevailing graft-versus-host reactions in stem cell transplantation, are the inescapable consequence of a chain
of events initiated in the early posttransplant period. The early immunological determinants of late transplant outcome are many;
therefore, an integrative understanding of the pathways by which early responses to transplants feed forward into late acute or chronic
rejection and graft-versus-host disease (GvHD) processes is needed. KFO research projects focus on the most important junctures
between early posttransplant triggers and the processes of late graft damage by studying selected early innate and cellular
interactions that could potentially be monitored or harnessed therapeutically to improve late transplant outcome.

